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Message from Mrs. Bleahene

This term has been an eventful one with many challenges, lots of surprises,
additional expectations and changes in practice for all of us. Throughout all of
this, the pupils in Creagh National School have responded admirably to
everything that has been asked of them. As a staff, we are so proud of their
constant good humour, excellent behaviour and diligent attitude to learning.
I would also like to acknowledge the support of our parents. The co-operative
and helpful manner with which you have lent your enthusiasm to all school
initiatives this term is greatly appreciated.
From the moment I took over as Acting Principal from Mr. Lohan on October the
4th, I have been supported, assisted and encouraged by our wonderful staff of
teachers, SNAs, cleaners, caretaker and secretary, our dedicated Board of
Management and our reliable and hardworking Parents' Association.
It has been a rollercoaster so far... but we are making a great success of the
journey together as a team! And with such a great team working together,
there is much to look forward to in the terms to come.
Ar scáth a chéile a mhaireann na daoine
I wish you all a wonderful winter break!
Acting Principal:
Áine Ní Cholleráin (Bleahene)

Congratulations

There have been a few new
arrivals to welcome this term as
well as a wedding!
Congratulations to the
following:
Grace Carey on the Birth of
her son Tadhg
Danika Dolan on the Birth
of her Daughter Tess
Liam Geraghty on his
Marriage to Aoife.

Calendar dates for Term 2
January ’22 : Re-opening Thursday 6th January
February ’22 : Midterm
(Closed Monday 21st – Friday 25th inclusive)
March ’22 Closed Thursday 17th & Friday 18th
(Public Holiday: St Patrick’s Day)
April ’22: Easter Holidays:
(Closed Monday April 11th – Friday 22nd inclusive)

Parent Teacher Meetingst
Parent Teacher Meetings will probably be virtual again
this year. They are scheduled to take place on the last
week in January and first week in February and will be
organised by class teachers and SET, directly with
parents.

Some events from our first term.
Please see our School website creaghnsonline.com for more details on all these
events.
Mr Lohan's Garden
with the gardening committee

We celebrate Mr. Lohan's long and successful
tenure in Creagh NS as he retires
. of October 2021. The whole
Mr. Noel Lohan retired on the 1st
school joined in to a virtual retirement presentation alongside
Noel's family and colleagues, past and present. It was an
emotional experience, filled to the brim with fond memories and
humorous anecdotes from the working life of our well liked
principal. Members of the Board of Management and Parents
Association also contributed their well wishes and thanks. An
outdoor garden in Mr. Lohan's honour had been secretly erected
in the run up to his last day and the unveiling of this proved to be
the highlight of events.

Religious Sacraments

The first term was a busy one for Fr. Garvey as he celebrated the Communion/ Confession
sacraments that had been postponed over the previous two years with 3rd and 4th class. He also
celebrated the sacrament of Confirmation with our past pupils from the past two years. Bishop
Michael concelebrating for the sixth class of 2020/2021. We would like to express our sincere
thanks to Fr. Garvey and Bishop Michael for their efforts to ensure that these events were such
meaningful, prayerful and unifying occasions. We would also like to thank Emily Lohan and Marie
Power for adding so beautifully to the occasions with music and song.

Science Week
Mr Dolan, Miss Dohohue and Miss
Barrett co-ordinated a fun filled
Science Week in November. (See
website for more details and photos)

Admissions for School year 2021/2022
The Admissions Notice and Admissions Policy
have been published on our school website. The
dates to remember are as follows:
The school will accept applications for admission
from 10/01/2022 to 31/03/2022
Admission/Enrolment forms for 2022/2023 will be
available to download from the school website or
to collect from the school from 10/1/2022

Friends For Life and Fun Friends
Mr Dolan and Mrs McCann have been facilitating
Friends For Life, an evidence based
Wellbeing and Resilience programme
with 5th class this term. Fun Friends
will be delivered to First Class in
the second term.

The Leadership Team in Creagh N.S.: 2021/2022

Acting Principal; Mrs Áine Ní Chollerain (Bleahene)
Acting Deputy Principal: Miss Majella O' Rourke: Primary Language/ Maths/ Wellbeing
Acting Assistant Principal 1: Mrs Caroline Gallagher: Health and Safety/ Maths Resources/ Art/ Rental Books
Assistant Principal 2: Miss Regina Power: ICT
Assistant Principal 2: Miss Ann Farrell: Assessment
Acting Assistant Principal 2: Mr Mark Ronaldson :SESE

The Support Team
School Secretary: Ann Haynes
School Caretaker: Eddie Brady
School Cleaners: Tracy Rigney
Sonya Kelly
Crossing Guard: Mary Madden
Additional Needs Assistants
Helena Divilly Sweeney
Siobhán Carty
Sarah Loughnane
Patricia Rooney
Fran Lyons
Aoife Monaghan
Catherina Concannon

The Teaching Team : 2021/2022

Junior Infants: Miss Emily Lohan, Miss Kiara Barrett, Miss Orla Carty
SET: Miss Sinéad Kenny
Senior Infants: Miss Ria Curtin, Miss Aisling Connaughton
SET: Miss Karen Dooley
First Class: Miss Klara Donohue, Miss Rachel Coen
SET: Miss Ann Farrell
Second Class: Miss Laura Gallagher, Miss Jennifer Fox
SET: Miss Majella O Rourke
Third Class: Miss Caroline Gallagher, Miss Regina Power
SET: Miss Fionnuala Colohan
Fourth Class: Miss Antoinnette Blade. SET Miss Emer Moran
Fifth Class: Mr. Shane Dolan, Miss Nicole Conway. SET Mrs Carol McCann
Sixth Class: Mr Mark Ronaldson, Mr Liam Geraghty
SET: Miss Carolyn Greene
CLASS: Miss Ciara Duffy, EAL: Mr. Kevin Barrett. Shared SET: Miss Elaine
Connolly
Supply Panel: Kevin Moloney, David Brouder, Blathnaid McNamara

The Student Council

5th and 6th class elected two members from each class to the students council in November this year. Mr
Shane Dolan will be co-ordinating the council this year and they have already got off to a great start,
facilitating Friendships Zoom calls over Friendship Week. We look forward to their next endeavors.
Student Council 2021/22
5th Class: (Mr Dolan's) Ailbhe Concannon, Oisín Murphy (Ms. Conway's) Carly Furey , Danny Mulcahy
6th Class: (Mr. Geraghty's) Anna Carroll, Jack Soden (Mr. Ronaldson's) Rían O'Connell, Kaitlin McGowan.

The Creagh Parents'
Association
I would like to express my most
sincere thanks to the outgoing
members of the Parents'
Association. In Particular,
Departing Chairperson, Miss
Caroline Tracey was a huge
support as a member of the Covid
Response Team.
Miss Eimear Connaughton has
taken over the mantle of
Chairperson and is already off to
a splendid start. I wish the new
committee the very best and look
forward to working closely with
them. Please see the website for
the latest newsletter.

Creagh N.S. Board Of Management 2019-2023

Chairperson: Mr Frank Gallagher
Secretary/ principal: Mrs Áine Ni Chollerain (Bleahene)
Treasurer: Miss Rita Moore
Mr Aidan Curley
Fr. John Garvey
Mrs. Miriam Commerford
Mrs. Carmel Stack
Mrs. Caroline Gallagher

Children enjoy Treats on Panto Day !!
On Thursday the 16th of December, the children
in Creagh National School all attended a live
'virtual' performance of the Panto Cinderella. It
was a hugely successful event, enjoyed by all ages
from Junior Infants to sixth class. Many thanks to
The Parents' Association and the Board of
Management for jointly funding goodies on the
day.

Fundraising in Creagh N.S.

There have been lots of activities going on throughout the school to raise funds and make collections for a variety of
good causes in our community and the wider society. It is a huge testament to the generosity of all those affiliated
with our school that these altruistic events have all been so well supported. These types of activities are very much
grounded in our ethos and we are proud of our track record for extending a hand of friendship with compassion
and kindness.

Christmas Jumper Day
We are delighted to announce that
our school raised 650 euro for local
causes, including Ballinasloe Social
Services when we all left aside the
school uniform and put on our
Christmas Jumpers.

Lion's Club Christmas Food Appeal
Creagh N.S. sent out a request for our school
community to donate goods towards our traditional
Christmas Food Appeal.
A most sincere thanks to all those who contributed
and a special word of thanks to Miss Gallagher who
co-ordinated the event for the Ballinasloe Lions Club
in the school this year.

Friendship Hubs
650 euro was raised during Odd
Sock Day . These funds will be
used towards creating additional
Friendship Hubs on the school
grounds.

Readathon to Support M.S.

Miss Fox's second class and Miss Donohue's first class took part in the M.S. Readathon during
November this year. The children really threw themselves into the task with great enthusiasm and they
were supported fantastically by their friends and family. As a result of these immense efforts, these
wonderful children have succeeded in raising in excess of 3000 euro for M.S. in Ireland. Well done to all
involved!

Sports and Extra Curricular Activities

Even though we are in the middle of a pandemic and there are lots of restrictions on the types of things we can do,
we are still managing to fit in themed weeks like 'Friendship Week' and take part in a range of sporting and other
extra curricular activities. We have been making the most of our outdoor surroundings and lots of classes have been
on History/ Geography/ Science field trips. Last week, Miss Conway organised a Santa Dash for all classes. We have
also been dancing away during break times thanks to the outdoor speaker won by Miss Conway for the school as
part of the Active Schools Project.

Marathon Kids

Friendship Week
We celebrated Friendship in Creagh
National School in lots of ways. Miss
Laura Gallagher and the Student
Council led a' Zoomed' Friendship
Assembly every morning during the
week. It was a great way for us all to
connect virtually. We did lots of fun
and creative friendship and respect
themed activities.

6th Class children in Creagh NS completed the Marathon Kids
programme in November and December as part of their PE and
SPHE curricula. As part of this fitness programme, students
performed four running sessions per week (an average of 1km per
session) as they inched themselves closer to completing their first
marathon (42 Km). The initiative also taught the children the
benefits of physical activity and healthy living.

Sixth class zoom with MEP
Maria Walsh
As part of their studies on the
European Union, 6th Class held a live
Zoom call with Maria Walsh, Member
of the European Parliament for
Midlands-North
West.

David Gilick Visits Creagh NS
A highlight of the programme was a visit from the
Olympian and Irish 400m record holder, David
Gillick. David is an ambassador for the programme
and spoke to the children about the importance of
being active and keeping fit. The children grilled
David in a very interesting Q&A session and
learned a lot from his wise words. David hosted a
running workshop with the children and then
challenged the boys and girls of 6th Class to a
race. It’s not every day that you get to sprint
against an Olympic athlete but it is a day that will
live long in their memories.

The Polytunnel
Our new polytunnel arrived in Creagh N.S. on September 10th. The installation was a quick process and we had very
curious, excited children by 3 o’clock that day. We have set up a gardening committee, made up of staff with a
passion for the outdoors……(Caroline Gallagher, Fionnuala Colohan, Laura Gallagher) . Our third class were involved
in moving clay and raking to prepare the floor of the tunnel and to make sure the floor was level. They did a fantastic
job.

Thanks to a generous donor
We are most grateful to Creggstone
who have made the extremely
generous donation of 1000 euro for
our polytunnel and outdoor classroom
area. We are looking forward to
putting it to great use.

Photos of some gardening!

Our Active Schools Motto

Do your bit, to keep
fit!
Friendship Week Art

Digital Learning in Creagh N.S.
In line with the guidance provided by the National Council for Technology in Education (NCTE), the approach in
Creagh National School is to emphasise the integration of digital learning across the curriculum, to improve the
quality of teaching and learning. Digital Learning is not a subject or a curriculum area in its own right. It is rather a
tool, which is used to improve the quality of the teaching and learning process. It is a tool that the children very
much enjoy engaging with.

iPads for learning
Each mainstream classroom is
presently equipped with a projector
and interactive whiteboard,
classroom speakers, a visualiser, a
teaching iPad and laptop. The
projectors were all replaced in the last
two years. The school has a bank of
71 iPads in total. 30 of the iPads are
timetabled for use by classes. They
are transported to individual
classrooms in our new transportable,
charging cart. Another 28 are stored
in charging trollies for use by classes
and groups of children as needed.
The Wi-Fi in the school was updated
during the last school year. We are
very lucky to have excellent
Broadband.

Assessment

Assessment of and for learning are intrinsic to successful teaching
and learning. The bulk of assessment in Creagh N.S. is taking
place in the classroom. It is built into teacher-pupil interactions
throughout the day. Observations, specially designed tasks and
different types of questions are some of the tools used to gather
information. Other formal assessments carried out this term
include:-New Non-Reading Intelligence Test (NRIT) and the NonVerbal Reasoning Test (NVRT).These tests were administered
during the month of November to pupils in 2nd and 5th classes.
All formal assessments were carried out in a safe manner
adhering to ‘Prevention of Covid-19 Protocols’ as per our Risk
Assessment plan.
This year we are using the WIAT (Wechsler Individual Achievement
Test) to pinpoint the areas of difficulty experienced by some pupils
in literacy and to measure the success of specific intervention
programmes.

Wellbeing and SSE
As a staff, we have decided to focus on
Wellbeing for our School Self Evaluation and
our School Improvement Plan. We will be
undergoing whole staff training in the area of
Restorative Practice. We will be including
parental input in our SSE in the next term.
Part of this may include a review of the
homework policy.

School Inspection
On Friday the 10th of December, District
Inspector with the Department of Education, Mr.
Martin Whyte visited the school to conduct an
Inspectorate visit to support the provision of a
safe working and learning environment.
We are waiting on a written report from this visit
but the oral feedback from Mr. Whyte was
extremely complementary regarding the positive
atmosphere in the school, the high standard of
teaching and learning and the stimulating
environment. All well deserved praise for both
staff and pupils!

Literacy and Numeracy in Creagh N.S.
We place a huge emphasis on hands-on learning for Maths and the Ready Steady Maths and Mata sa
Rang programmes from Junior Infants to Second Class have been heavily resourced with Extra SET
support and physical resources so that children are enabled to learn according to their ability /
potential and taught according to best practice.

Covid Measures and
Hepa Filters
We will be continuing with our Covid
Protection protocols and measures in
line with our Covid Response Plan in
the New Year. The staggered Infant
start time will also need to remain in
place for the moment.
Many thanks to parents and pupils for
co-operating so well with these so far.
We are currently investigating the
best HEPA filtration system to install
in the school and these will be in
place as early as possible in the new
term.

Spelling; Words Their Way
After much investigation, The Words Their Way Spelling
Programme was piloted in May 2021. It proved to be very
successful. The staff in Creagh NS adopted this new programme at
the start of the new academic year, September 2021.The Words
Their Way Spelling Programme adopts a word study approach to
spelling, emphasising the value of teaching students processes
and strategies for examining and thinking about the words they
spell, read and write. Based on assessment results, students are
given words relevant to their spelling stage to study in order to
discover the common attributes. In this way, students are actively
constructing their own knowledge of spelling patterns. Students
learn features by completing activities such as word sorts, picture
sorts, write sorts, blind sorts and word hunts. Students work
individually, with partners, and in small groups to encourage cooperative learning. NEPS has overseen the implementation of this
new approach to spelling in a number of Dublin, Cork and
Wexford schools and it has had very positive outcomes

Investment in Literacy in 2021/2022
Message From our Chairperson

Thanks to all members of the School
Community for working so hard and
collaborating so well together so that we have
had such a successful first term. Best wishes
for a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful and
Prosperous New Year.
Frank Gallagher: Chairman BOM, Creagh NS.

Beibhinn Parsons;
Past pupil extraordinaire visits us on last
day of term to present medals to 6th class
on completion of the Marathon Kids
Programme.
Thanks to Beibhinn for her continuing support!!
She is a brilliant role model for all athletes and
we are proud to claim her as one of our own!!

Collins Big Cats reading scheme was purchased for 2nd 3rd
and 4th classes to supplement reading resources. The
scheme has both fiction and non-fiction with a huge variety of
genres to interest all the pupils. A set of Dandelion readers
was purchased for the Junior Infant classes. These highly
decodable texts allow children to read by sounding out and
blending which are key foundational skills in their reading
journey. Second Class are also piloting the NESSY programme
this year and by all accounts it is proving to be very successful.
.

